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A charrette 
to address 
critical urban 
challenges 
and produce 
rapid spatial 
solutions to  
improve life 
by design. 
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For practioners, 
an opportunity 
to test new 
approaches 
and disciplinary 
methods, forging 
new relationships 
with students, 
practioners and 
LB Hackney.

For students, 
an opportunity to 
collaborate with 
new designers, 
develop skills, 
produce swift 
proposals and 
reenergise for 
transition from 
school to industry.
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SITE

HACKNEY TOWN  HALL
HACKNEY CENTRAL
OVERGROUND STATION

N
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Thursday 7th July

Morning   -  Optional site visit     
     Opportuntiy to explore site pre charrette  
             

Afternoon   @ LSA studio, 6 Orsman Road, N1 5RA  
      
2 pm    -  Charrette introduction   
     Site discussion with LB Hackney   
 
3 pm    -  Workshop 1       
     Teams begin their consideration/ response/  
     production proces, continuing in Workshop 2   
     and 3         
    

6pm   -  Feedback       
     Teams are invited to share their evolving ideas 
 

6.45pm  -  Concluding  reflections   
     Inspiring words from  guest speaker and    
     charrette participants     
 

7.30pm  - Close

LSA 
Summer 
Design 
Charrette

LSA 
Summer 
Design 
Charrette

Friday 8th July

Morning   @  LSA studio, 6 Orsman Road, N1 5RA  
9 am   -  Workshop 2

Afternoon  @  LSA studio, 6 Orsman Road, N1 5RA

1pm   -  Lunch

2 pm    -  Workshop 3

4pm    -  Travel to Hackney Town Hall 

4.30 pm  -  Presentation of ideas    
     Teams are invited to present their work     
     to the charrette groups at Hackney     
     Town Hall, where we wil be joined by members   
     of the Regeneration Team, LB Hackney.   

6.00 pm  -  Concluding  reflections    
     Followed by drinks at The Old Ship  
            
7.30pm  - Close
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HACKNEY TOWN  HALL

N

SITE

HACKNEY CENTRAL
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A musician, a futurist, 
an anarchist,  a 
biotechnical engineer, 
an accesibilty 
expert, a landscape 
architect, a writer, 
an urban designer,  
11 new architecture 
graduates, 8 
architects, a local 
authority  and a 
developer sponsor. 

Participants

LSA Graduates          
 

Leo Sixsmith

Frankie Taplin

Harriet Stride

Sam Pywell

Dougie Hasler

Nina Watts

Ben Griffiths

Sian Wells

Elliott Rawlinson

Jake Obichere

Abigail Glancy

Onwudinjo Toby

Alexandra Totoianu
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Participants           
 

Practioners

Alex Bank, Casswell Bank       

with The Future Laboratory.

Andrew Whiting and Sophie Determann, 

HUT Architecture

with Will Kennard, musician, Chase & Status.

Gianni Botsford and Oli Martin,

Gianni Botsford Architects

with Ebony Shire, biotechnical engineer.

Samantha Hardingham, LSA 

with Jordan  Whitewood-Neal, accessibility expert
and  Harry Bix, landscape architect 

James Pockson,  IDK

with John Nolan , The Glory Pub
and Katherine Waters , writer and editor

Betty Owoo,  BeFirst

with Krish Nathaniel, urban designer, LB Harrow 
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Proposals

Local Adaptation
Gianni Botsford and Oli Martin, Gianni Botsford Architects  
with Ebony Shire, biotechnical engineer      
and Abigail Clancy, Jake Obichere, Dougie Hasler     
and  Nina Watts , LSA

             
This proposal seeks to demonstrate a design process that works with Nature 
and Ecology as its starting point. Through a forensic analysis of the site looking 
at climate, culture and context, a locally adaptive architecture can emerge that 
responds directly to the specificities of the site.

The team carried out a ‘Constructed Analysis’ of part of the car park site on 
the first day, resulting in a one to one understanding of the movement of the 
earth around the sun and how it affects this specific site, as well as beginning to 
understand the culture and context surrounding it. On the second day, digital 
analysis of sunlight over a year for a full year was carried out using Grasshopper 
and Ladybug. 3d physical models of the site and the solar data were built to show 
volumes of light and shadow according to different seasons of the year.

The nature led design process impacts the highly contextual, organic, and 
responsive solutions that will emerge.
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Proposals

Geography for Civic Spontaneity
Samantha Hardingham, LSA        
with Jordan  Whitewood-Neal, accessibility expert  
and  Harry Bix, landscape architect      
and  Jake Obichere, Onwudinjo Toby      
 and Alexandra Totoianu, LSA

“Rural land is often more accessible that the designed city”.

Degrees of accessibility correlate with an individual’s experience of the city.  
For able-bodied citizens – the city is an open field: go anywhere, anytime.  For 
elderly, disabled, pushchair pushing citizens, the city is a series of prescribed 
routes, restricted spaces, hazards, and absolutely no-go areas. With this in mind 
our group proposed ways to design a more spontaneous experience of the city 
for all. We specifically considered the treatment of surfaces, changes in level, 
and the ground plane; alongside how to optimise approaches to the Hackney 
Council car par that tackled existing infrastructural neglect. The car park is re-
imagined as an auxiliary cultural and community space that provides accessible 
and centralized amenity for existing civic venues. The listed wall becomes 
a celebrated refuge. The constructed vistas and ground treatment offer a 
continuous and picturesque landscape as a means to navigate safely through 
this intensely dynamic area of London.  
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Hackney Platform
Andrew Whiting and Sophie Determann,     
HUT Architecture          
with Will Kennard, musician, Chase & Status     
and  Harriet Stride and Sam Pywell, LSA 

Hackney Platform is a  series of highly flexible spaces designed to be used 
as a learning platform by staff and students of the East London Arts & Music 
Academy (ELAM) during week days, then open to the public during evenings and 
weekends for events and private hire.

ELAM is growing and needs space to expand its offering to other young people 
within Hackney. Hackney is lacking outdoor arts spaces. The majority of schools 
within East London do not support training for 16-19 year olds in the music, 
games design and film and television sector – ELAM does and wants to broaden 
its reach – which requires space for learning to happen.

It is primarily for 16-19 year olds looking to pursue careers in music, games 
design and film and television sector. But being designed as a 24 hour / 7 day a 
week space the same spaces are also intended to be used by the public for both 
spontaneous events, and as bookable spaces. Partnership with Hackney Empire 
could allow for further outdoor arts performances.

The intended impact of the Platform could be demonstrated through the 
number of students taking courses at ELAM, graduation metrics, increase in 
local students moving onto higher education in Arts & Music, income from the 
bookable spaces, increased activity at Hackney Empire, and general community 
enrichment.
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Hackney Village
James Pockson, IDK          
with The Glory Pub          
and Sian Wells and Elliot Rawlinson, LSA

             
Hackney Village, a mashup of town square, amphitheatre and coaching inn, is a 
mixed use development of commercial units in the civc heart of the borough.

The Lessee mix is curated by the council freeholder. The focus is on short term 
leases for new businesses and fledgling social organisations. In its first phase 
the site is oriented towards at the Queer community of Hackney. Final scheme 
viability would be explored with Hackney to finalise unit size (presently 20 units 
at 6x4m).

Hackney Council, steward of the “Queer Capital” of London,  through a model 
of  “Celebration & Service”, provides 24 hr services on site; books stores; radio 
stations; bars; coffee shops; retail; commercial and community spaces. The 
largest space is a subterranean council owned nightclub (a listed bomb shelter).

The key impact performance indicators for this scheme will be:

- Return on capital investment through the leases.     
- Provision of missing services within the civic centre of Hackney, such as  
 “changing places” toilets         
- Increased night time activity          
- Businesses “growing out” of the village to take on larger premises   
 elsewhere.            
- Local crime rate reductions aimed at the queer community.
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Public House
Alex Bank, Casswell Bank Architects       
with  Kathryn Bishop, The Future Laboratory     
with Alicia Pivaro           
and Francesca Taplin and Leo Sixsmith, LSA

As pay rows see hundreds of Hackney Council workers strike and delivery 
drivers demonstrate outside fast-food outlets in Dalston our proposal caters for 
the needs of low-income, zero-contract and gig workers of Hackney by providing 
a new civic infrastructure offering refuge, support, celebration and exchange. 

The proposal responds to Hackney’s missions by reversing the hierarchy of 
the city – the back becomes the front, the marginal become the celebrated, the 
hidden becomes the revealed; creating characterful people-owned communal 
spaces, services and support for local workers; introducing greening, green 
infrastructure and re-use. 

The usefulness of the site as a ‘backyard’ or a metaphorical ‘broom cupboard’ 
for Hackney providing car parking, support for marginalized people, COVID 
response will be retained and augmented by an urban and building scale 
strategies. 



72 73



74 75



76 77



78 79

LSA 
Summer 
Design 
Charrette

Proposals

The Ruined Garden
Betty Owoo,  Be First          
with Krish Nathaniel, urban designer      
and Abigail Clancey,  LSA

The Ruined Garden is a new civic space for Hackney concerned with ecology 
and recreation. Aiming to connect generations through nature, the garden forms 
a new landscaped square behind the hardscape of the existing town square, 
and provides rest and relief for users of all ages. Responding to historical and 
contextual cues, the garden reinstates one of the lost patches of green in this 
area of Hackney. With the introduction of ruined follies carved from the Portland 
stone of the wall surrounding the site, a new water feature, and a community 
room, The Ruined Garden seeks to create a public space that can be used 
throughout the day by all groups.
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Thanks

Thank you to all participants for their energy and enthusiasm   
in collaborating with new colleagues. 

Thank you to London Borough of Hackney for their support,   
interest and participation.

Thank you to Ballymore for their generous sponsorship.
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London School of Architecture 
6 Orsman Road    
London N1 5RA

Web    the-LSA.org 
Mobile   07791023801 
Landline   020 7206 2585


