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01 What 
Inroduction & Primary Research Themes  

Introduction 

The disruption to ‘business as normal’ caused by the 
Coronavirus pandemic has seen a fundamental shift in people’s 
work and lifestyle patterns with many people spending more 
time outside and closer to home. As a result, our homes, our 
communities, our public spaces, and our high streets have 
faced unprecedented pressures to evolve and adapt. Despite 
the pandemic being a relatively short shock to the historic 
development and ‘systems’ of our cities, it has become clear 
that due to their rigidity, poor quality and overlooked decline, 
many of our urban and communal environments are failing us. 
Economic, technological, and environmental changes are only 
compounding the challenges facing the streets in our urban 
areas and without considered intervention they face the risk 
of further decline.

Using High Streets as an initial barometer, across the UK 
16% of the population lives within 200 metres of these urban 
spines and across London as a whole, the figure is 37%. In 
11 London boroughs it is over 50% and for some like the City 
of Westminster and Kensington & Chelsea it is closer to 70% 
(based on a 2018 ONS study). Despite this proximity, boarded-
up shop fronts following the pandemic, under whelming retail 
diversity, poorly lit, unsafe and unimaginative public spaces 
are an all-too-common sight across UK towns and cities. In 
the London Borough of Tower Hamlets and areas of Poplar 
economic inequality is particularly evident and presents a 
fundamental challenge to change. Poor post war housing 
and divisive transport systems have dramatically taken 
its toll on the streetscapes of this part of the city and many 
contemporary developments continue to fail to cater for the 
needs and aspirations of the local economy and residents. 

Moreover, the urbanism of our high streets suffers a distinct 
lack of architectural cohesion, and the result is often economic 
dispersal and social polarisation.

Ordnance Survey First Series 1805 Ordnance Survey of Great Britain New Popular Edition, Sheet 161 – 
London N.E. 1945

Single- and Open-Minded Space 

Two phrases, coined by the American political theorist Michael 
Walzer, characterize the two key types of development within 
the city - ‘single-minded’ and ‘open-minded’. The first type 
of space has only one purpose in view, typically designed 
by planners and developers, and are exemplified by the 
housing estate, the business park, residential suburb, and 
transportation infrastructure. The second and more dynamic 
type of space caters for a variety of uses in which everyone 
can participate such as public park, town square, generous 
pedestrian surfaces and cafés with seating spilling out onto 
the street. For years we have seen the first eclipsing the 
second, adding to the inequality of the urban environment that 
people experience in our cities. 

As posited by Lord Richard Rogers, ‘the emphasis is now 
on selfishness and separating rather than on contact and 
community’. 

Technological Change 

The effect of the Pandemic is part of a longer-term shift 
in urban streets, in part due to changes in lifestyle and 
technology. The most profound of which is the ever-increasing 
use of online retail, which challenge the traditional function 
of our high streets and centres. Furthermore, technological 
advancements such as AI integration, virtual reality, and the 
development of the metaverse go further to question the very 
fundamentals of their physical existence. Many platforms 
and digital innovators are already challenging how and even 
why such spaces should be occupied and preserved within 
a traditional, physical and established bricks and mortar 
format. A truly profound challenge considering the rate of 
technologically advancement when compared to the relatively 
slow, carbon and labour-intensive nature of contemporary 
construction practices. 
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Poplar High Street Today Chrisp Street market circa 1968,                                                      
© Tower Hamlets Local History Library and Archives

Wellness and Mental Health 

Wellness and mental health have also been thrust into 
the spotlight in recent years, following decades of relative 
silence and ignorance. Whilst being topically relevant, this 
consideration is particularly important to discussions on urban 
environment as direct links have been found between mental 
health and access to outdoor space. Those fortunate to have 
access to private outdoor space within the city have typically 
been found to have better mental health whilst also being 
more likely to be physically active and healthier. Unfortunately, 
disparity between the economically deprived areas of our city 
and their wealthier and often ‘unneighbourly’ counterparts is 
all too evident in the make-up of our neighbourhoods. Data 
from the ONS shows people on lower incomes are almost 
three times as likely as those in higher paid jobs to be without 
a garden and as a result they rely more heavily on their locality 
- which is often lacking in quality, accessibility, and safety.  

The isolation necessary to stop the spread of Covid19 did 
inspire some people to take more ownership of the spaces 
around them.  A simple yet heart-warming example of this 
included ‘play streets’, whereby neighbours closed their 
streets to cars to allow children and adults alike to play and 
socialise safely in the fresh air. Some London Councils now 
have an application process for this initiative which goes 
some way in inspiring hope in a collective desire for change. 
Leku Studio’s proximity squares in Barcelona presents a more 
permanent commitment to re-claiming the streets as public 
space and demonstrates how simple interventions can utterly 
transform a once noisy and polluted avenue. Unfortunately, 
the sustained rejection of the Oxford Street pedestrianisation 
typifies the staunch resistance to dramatic interventions in 
London and highlights the challenge our city faces regarding 
the domination of the motorised vehicles and its associated 
infrastructure.

Access to free outdoor spaces for recreation, exercise, play 
and learning was also difficult during the Pandemic, no more 
so than for children. However, this frustration is not particularly 
unique and can be considered as a acceleration in the decline 
of outdoor activity that has been occurring throughout the 
20th century. Kyung Hee Kim’s research paper ‘The Creativity 
Crisis: The Decrease in Creative Thinking Scores on the 
Torrance Tests of Creative Thinking’ states we are losing 
the kind of free unstructured play that enables children to 
learn how to cooperate, manage conflicts and risks. Without 
change, our urban environments maybe creating a generation 
of adults who will struggle to adapt, challenge and collaborate 
within our rapidly changing societies and environment.

The Future 

Many neighbourhoods in London are still organised around 
the car and its associated infrastructure as evident in North 
Poplar, a place whereby roads and rail present significant 
obstacles to urban and social connectivity. With historical, 
contemporary and future factors all impacting on our cities, 
we need to re-frame our approach to urban design and realise 
the potential of all our street and public space. Let us strive to 
capitalise on the physical and psychological changes that have 
taken place over the last 20 months and design ways to keep 
our streets open, social and alive. We must learn from past 
mistakes and not look to broad-brush masterplans that often 
eradicate the existing. This is not sustainable nor practical 
for an area such as Poplar therefore we must propose ideas 
built on re-use, urban greening, affordability, and community 
centred development. Working within these constraints and 
armed with new/original ideas, we will explore what’s viable to 
address the historic and future challenges to Poplar. 

“The public domain such as the Street, is an 
institution in its own right.  It belongs to the 
community and, like any institution it can 
enhance or frustrate our existence”. 

REITH LECTURES 1995: Sustainable City by Richard Rogers

Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners



02 Where 
Poplar

Crisp Street Market today, one for the few active open minded public 
spaces in Poplar where the car or its impact is not prevalent. 

East India Dock Road, circa 1904                                                                                       
© Tower Hamlets Local History Library and Archives

Where

The RSHP Design Think Tank will explore ideas for re-imagining 
the streets of Poplar. This will include studies of Chrisp 
Street and the surrounding street network, neighbourhoods 
enclosed by the A1261, East India Dock Road and those striding 
the A101/A12.

From the 17th century, Poplar provided homes for workers at 
the docks that once lined the riverfronts of Limehouse, the Isle 
of Dogs and Blackwall. It became one of London’s first multi- 
ethnic districts, with inhabitants of Indian, Chinese, and Nubian 
origin. The opening of the West India Docks in 1802 stimulated 
a rapid growth in housing development, mostly comprised of 
terraces of rented cottages. The district now consists mostly 
of council-built flats and houses dating from the 1950s to the 

1970s, notably on the Lansbury estate. In 1998, following ballots 
of the residents, Tower Hamlets Council transferred parts of 
the Lansbury estate and six other Council housing estates 
within Poplar-to-Poplar HARCA, a new housing association set 
up for the purpose of regenerating the area. Now a ‘landlord’ 
to about 9000 homes, the HARCA has a “Reshaping Poplar” 
agenda which is a twelve-year plan to update, improve and 
replace poor housing stock, develop new homes, alongside 
parks, health, and education facilities. Extensive World War 
bomb damage has resulted in only a few structures –mainly 
churches, pubs, and public buildings – remaining that pre-date 
the Second World War. Post war roads construction, transport 
infrastructure such as the DLR and canals effectively encircle 
the area.

 

Aerial View looking West of the A12 junction with the East India Dock Road in the foreground. 
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02 Poplar
Design Objectives 

Design Objective 

The design challenge for the RSHP Think Tank will be to re-
imagine the street as a space that is defined and considered like 
a piece of architecture and not just a residual outcome of other 
buildings or transport planning. Vibrant public spaces that are 
viewed positively by the community are rarely the outcome of 
a singular design move, they are created by the consideration 
of many design factors. The design proposition for the DTT 
will seek to understand these layers and apply then to design 
propositions which should consider the following:

• Creating public spaces (small, medium & Large where none 
existed)

• Hard and soft landscaping for pedestrian and vehicle areas 
- minimal embodied carbon in the selection of materials and 
methods

• Pedestrian connectivity and routes 

• Alterations and adaptations to buildings frontage including the 
use and activation of ground level commercial/non-residential 
space. 

•Street furniture, from seating, lighting, and signage to 
lightweight structures.

• Maximising re-use and propositions which inherently carry a 
low embodied carbon footprint. 

• Maximise urban greening and ecology within the built 
environment 

• Technological systems/strategies for operating the street 
such as traffic management, pedestrian safety, or public 
information/entertainment

As with any architectural proposition and design brief we will 
engage with structural, civil, and environmental engineers, 
landscape architects, cost consultants and client bodies such 
as Local Authorities and community groups to develop our 
design proposals.  

Top: Barcelona, a park 
in Sant Antoni superilla 
placed in what was streets 
dominated by cars.

Left: A typical plan from 
the Eixample in Barcelona. 
A strict planning grid with 
chamfers on each block 
corner. The chamfers were 
originally conceived for 
ventilation and parking but 
they also created an open 
square at every junction 
with generous areas for 
paving allowing people to 
gather and provide better 
visibility. 

Test bed for DTT, Chrisp Street and surrounding back streets, areas 
enclosed or adjacent to the East India Dock Road, A1261, Docklands Light 
Railway  and A101/A12, 

Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners
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03 Why 
Research Themes

Why?

• Pre-pandemic: no specific national, London-wide or 
borough policy without dependence on the Town Centre

• ‘High Streets for All’ (one of nine mission statements) part 
of the London Recovery Programme published in October 
2020 – to explore the radical shift in our relationship to 
shopping in London’s future post-COVID

• To understand the ‘new normal’ nature of Street space 
and what it means to mobility and multi-use potential

• If Streets are a ‘public service’ and community led – 
explore funding as part of Levelling Up Fund and climate 
change goals

The Problem

The reimagination of local street space in general has also 
seen a revolution during the lockdowns.  With the absence of 
cars, communities have migrated, occupying public footpaths 
and highways for regular meeting, and exchanging spaces.  
Sharing and cohabitation is back on the agenda.  As Jane 
Jacobs wrote “On successful city streets, people must appear 
at different times.”  For a street to thrive, Jacobs argued, there 
must be a mix of uses. Intricate mingling of different uses in 
cities are not a form of chaos,” she wrote.

Specifically with high streets, there is a need for a long-
term health plan and saving the UK’s retail sector is crucial 
to recovering our communities.  More than 8700 chain 
stores closed in British High Street, shopping centres and 
retail parks in the first six months of 2021. (BBC News 5th 
September 2021)

Both National and Local policy should be facilitating the 
potential of Streets as a real place.  Matthew Carmona noted 
in his 2015 paper ‘London’s local high streets: The problems, 
potential and complexities of mixed street corridors’ that 
London-wide policy confirms that town centres (rather than 
high streets per se) are seen as playing the important role 
in growing economy and delivering local services.  Town 
Centres are prioritised as a focal point not high streets.

London compared to many other European cities has a 
relatively low population density, according to a CBRE survey 
Inner London has 108 people per hectare, outer London 
drops to 42, compare this to Paris 212 or Barcelona 163. Away 
from high street many areas of the city can feel empty and 
underused.  Density and utilising the space in the city is also 
an important consideration.

Existing Support and Policy

Several grassroot and local initiatives have also formed in 
recent times, emphasising further the growth and strength 
of community spirit.  ‘Better Streets for Tower Hamlets’ is an 
informal coalition of residents old and new, campaigning for 
Street space for and used by the people.   Other schemes 
such as The Liveable Street programme in Tower Hamlets, 
have become ever more important now to create safer, 
calmer, and cleaner streets – after the movement restrictions 
imposed by the pandemic.

The government has provided legislation to support this 
continuing issue:

The London Plan Policy 2021 SD6 states “supporting the 
role of town centres in building sustainable, healthy and 
walkable neighbourhoods with the Healthy Streets Approach 
embedded in their development and management.” Along 

Higher Goals
UN SDG 3 Good Health and Well-being
UN SDG 10 Reduced Inequalities
UN SDG 11 Sustainable Cities and Communities
UN SDG 12 Responsible Consumption and Production

49.5% of London is either green or 
blue space
(Daniel Raven Ellison, National Park City 2013)

9000 new 
homes for Poplar 
Riverside 
(The London Plan 2021)

More than 15,700 
shops closed last 
year, resulting 
in some 176,700 
retail job losses
(Centre for Retail Research)Royal Academy of Engineering 

Ingenious scheme

Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners
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“Implement a borough-wide 
carbon emission reduction target 
of 60% below 1990 levels by 2025.”
(Tower Hamlets Local Development Framework)

Net Zero Carbon Partnership 
Action Plan Poplar HARCA has 
joined a powerhouse partnership 
which will work together to make 
Tower Hamlets a net zero carbon 
borough by 2045 or sooner.
(Poplar HARCA)

Parts of east London predicted 
for regular flooding by 2030.
(Climate Central research)

Computer Generation Image Demonstration how the Proposed Urban 
Structure Integrates with the Social and Economic Life of Shanghai 
(Richard Rogers Partnership 1992)

Royal Academy of Engineering 
Ingenious scheme

James Mackay, University of Leeds, EPSRC Centre for Doctoral Training in 
Low Carbon Technologies and Bioenergy

with Policy D8 Public Realm which recognises the idea of 
‘public realm’ is broadening such internal or elevated spaces 
e.g., viewing platforms and sky gardens.  With The Public 
London Charter, Streets can yield real economic benefits and 
enhance social values. 

As of October 2021, Tower Hamlets will benefit from £9.3m 
investment from the Levelling Up Fund to deliver community 
enhancing projects. Whilst funding is welcome this is 
relatively small amount considering economic legacy and 
challenges posed by existing infrastructure. Developing ideas 
which have low capital l costs will be essential for the validity 
DDT ideas.

Sustainability

We must consider the impact of today on our decisions, but 
our ideas must respond to a future not yet known. Looking 
ahead to 2050 and beyond, what is our vision for a Zero 
Carbon Future?  “UK as COP26 Presidency calls on cities and 
regions across the world to commit to net zero emissions 
by 2050.”  The UN has clear Sustainable Development Goals 
forming a blueprint to achieve a better future.

Tower Hamlets have already declared a Climate Emergency.  
TfL is also embedding a new Healthy Street Approach with 
new policies and strategies to help Londoners use cars less 
and walk, cycle, and use public transport more. The Health 
Economic Assessment Tool (HEAT) developed by the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) is used to measure the impact of 
investments, helping organisations monetise health benefits.

Our neighbourhoods shall be net zero by 2050.  Net zero plans 
in Poplar, under Tower Hamlets were unveiled at the United 
Nations COP26 in Glasgow November 2021 – with their own 
carbon management strategy.  Build upon this with Circular 

Economy principles such as using sustainable materials or 
light-touch construction methods, carbon sequestration and 
promoting low-impact behaviours.

This Think Tank seeks the redesign of the Space of the Street 
using Poplar Tower Hamlets as our test bed.  The aim is to 
create an inclusive environment, with clear consideration of 
how it is managed and the rules that govern its access by the 
public.

Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners
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Opportunities and Constraints 

The opportunities and constraints we want to set ourselves 
is to develop ideas which are cost effective in terms typical 
expenditure on public realm and regeneration projects 
in London. The other essential  requirement is that any 
proposition must maximise re-use and minimise the 
embodied carbon expenditure required for any changes 
we propose. We will  be working towards net-positive 
proposals! 

London is a city constantly evolving, building from 100+ 
years ago, 50 years are constantly re-purposed, but we are 
still demolishing and building from scratch in many areas. 
Elephant and Castle regeneration is one example. 

We will seek out ideas that maximise re-use when re-
envisaging the street in part to ensure low embodied carbon 
unpins any proposal but also to understand and seek to 
enrich community life within the city.  

Working within the context of current practice but with a 
vision for the city in 2050 we are looking to collaborate with  
various groups.

Team 

Generating ideas from an early stage will be the priority for 
the RSHP DTT. We are assembling a team of like-minded 
individuals to collaborate with. 

London Borough of Tower Hamlets 

Potentially a de facto client, we will seek to meet Tower 
Hamlets early on to understand the needs and current 
thinking for Poplar. 

03 Who  
Poplar 

BuroHappold C-Lab 

Buro are a leading global engineering firm and in recent 
years have setup an R&D team called C-Lab with expertise 
in infrastructure, technology and collaborating with clients 
at early stages to develop project briefs. We will engage in a 
Design Sprints/Idea workshops with C-Lab at the start and 
then have a follow up workshop latter in the program.

Quantity Surveyors TBC

RSHP DTT work will endeavour to develop ideas which are 
viable and cost effective. To assist, cost consultants will 
review our design proposals. 

Gillespies Landscape Architects TBC

Gillespies will assist with the DTT providing input on 
approaches greening and landscape design. 

Bob Lang Structural Engineer 

Former director at Arup Bob Lang will support the DTT and 
provide structural advice. 

Shashank Jain Environmental Engineer 

Founding director of Studio 4215, Shashank will assist the DTT 
in providing environmental and sustainability advice. A part-
time tutor at the RCA and UAL, Shashank is a trained architect 
and practicing environmental engineer. 

Rice Studio, Ho Chi Min City: In Ho Chi Minh City, the streets are extensively utilised....We propose 
to install minor but noticeable interventions, which accentuate readymade practices...

London Play Streets - Play Streets of the Year

Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners
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Streetscape - Public Realm sketch for Town Gateways Design by BiboStudio

Cityscape - The Thames, London’s greatest public space and urban hubs, 

Copyright Holder Design for London 

Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners
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04 Programme 
Poplar 

Design Think Tank Programme 

The RSHP DTT will be structured into 2 phases. 

1. Cityscape:  A shorter first phase will collate research and 
seek to illustrate in varies media the regions around Poplar, 
identifying open and close minded public space with a view 
to identifying sites for phase 2 .

2. Streetscape: The second and primary phase will develop 
design propositions for selected streets/sites in Poplar. 

Working methodology: Research will not be restricted to text, 
from week one we seek to observe, record, and speculate in 
drawing and making as well data! 

Informed by research and using varies media including model, 
film and drawing, the RSHP DTT will explore the street from 
the smallest scale within human reach (a door handle, a seat, 
material etc) to the panoramic view of the street scape.  

We will focus on ideas for the built environment that can 
stimulate communities through viable proposals for ta new 
street scape and public realm in the post pandemic world 
(2025) and post combustion engine world (2050+). 

We will strive to work within in current local and GLA 
development plans. Collaborating with the local authority 
and community groups to understand their objectives, 
BuroHapold’s C-Lab to understand the latest thinking into 
city infrastructure as well as cost consultants, engineers and 
Landscape Architects. 

Phase 1:  Cityscape/Panorama  – Poplar Context 

Panorama Definition: an unbroken view of the whole region 
surrounding an observer.

Our initial studies will seek to identity the following types of 
spaces in Poplar - Closed- and Open- Minded Spaces

2021/Phase 1 Schedule 

Week 1  - 23/11/21: DTT Leaders Presentations at the LSA 

Week 2 - 29/11/21: Site visit to Poplar 

Week 3 - 7/12/2021: Meeting with Tower Hamlets Strategic 
Planning 

Week 4 - 13/12/2021:  First Symposium 

Week 5 - 20/12/2021: London Town Centre Visits 

Week 6: Christmas Week

Streetscape - Vision drawing for the redevelopment of Hammersmith 
Town Hall and setting out a new Civic Quarter. © RSHP

Cityscape - London Thames Gateway diagram. 

Cityscape - LB Tower Hamlets Core Strategy Development Plan 2025, 
diagram showing inter relationship between spatial scale 

Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners
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Cityscape 
An unbroken view of the whole 
region surrounding an observer 

Streetscape 
A view or scene of a street, 
especially in a city

Phase 2: Streetscape/Diorama 

Through the research in phase 1 we will seek to find precedents 
and new ways of thinking that can be applied to design of streets 
and the public realm. The scope and extend of the site area 
will use sectional drawings as the key device to illustrate our 
proposals 

Through careful site analysis we will identity 3 or 4 streets within 
the  neighbourhood of Poplar as a test bed for our investigation. 
The design development we undertaker will seek to optimise 
sectional drawings and 3D representation to illustrate our 
thinking and creating dioramas of the varies architectural 
propositions we seek to generate: 

Diorama Definition: a model representing a scene with three-
dimensional figures, either in miniature or as a large-scale 
museum exhibit.

Proposals - Time 

The DTT will identify several streets in Poplar and develop an 
urban plan for 2025 and 2050.  We are proposing a singular 
design proposition, but it would be released in 2 stage s:

2025: Ideas based on today’s technology, planning and 
environmental constraints which are viable. For example, 
provision for private vehicles have to be taken into 
consideration but framed in a longer-term strategy to de- 
carbonise the city.

2050+: More speculative ideas that suggest a long-term re-
purposing of our streets and urban communities. 

2022/Phase 2 Schedule 

Week 7 - 04/01/22: Workshop with Gillespies Landscape 
Architects 

Week 8 - 10/01/22: Workshop with environmental engineers. 

Week 9 - 17/01/22: Design Sprint with BuroHappold C-Lab 

Week 10 - 24/01/22: Workshop with cost consultants 

Week 11 - 31/01/22 - 2nd Symposium                                           
Invited guests to include: BuroHappold - Gillespies  

Week 12 - 07/02/22 : Workshop with Landscape Architects 
and Environmental Engineers.  

Week 13 - 14/02/22: RSHP only workshop including Tower 
Hamlets 

Week 14 - 21/02/2022: RSHP only workshop

Week 15 - 28/02/22 - Final Symposium                                                                            
Invited guests to include: BuroHappold - Gillespies - Head of 
Future Cities  - Tower Hamlets 

Week 16 - 07/03/22: Collate final submission 

14/03/2022 FINAL SUBMISSION 

Cityscape - Proposed Urban Structure and links which Integrates with 
the Social and Economic Life of Shanghai (Richard Rogers Partnership 
1992)

Streetscape - London as it could be - A radical approach was taken 
to traffic which was no longer allowed to dominate the riverside but 
relegated to a new below-grade highway - (Richard Rogers Partnership)

Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners
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TOWER HAMLETS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK
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Poplar
Vision Opportunities and growth

Regenerating Poplar into a great place for families set around 
a vibrant Chrisp Street and a revitalised Bartlett Park
Poplar will become a more economically active and prosperous
place through comprehensive regeneration, new development and 
housing-estate renewal.

Physical transformation will address the severance created by 
some of the housing estate layouts and reinstate a more traditional 
street pattern which will allow for easier and safer movement. High-
er densities will be located in and around the regenerated Chrisp 
Street town centre and ensure it remains the focal point of the 
neighbourhood. Lower densities and lower rise residential areas, in-
cluding family housing will be set around an enhanced Bartlett Park.

Large scale regeneration plans are underway in Poplar. By working in 
partnership with Poplar HARCA and other stakeholders, coordinated 
and lasting regeneration will occur.

How we are going to get there
Priorities

Principles

To bring the existing housing stock up to decent homes standard
alongside the wider social and economic regeneration of identi-

To expand and improve the size, usability and quality of Bartlett 
Park to reinforce its role as a large neighbourhood park, along-
side providing new green spaces to support housing growth.
To regenerate the existing centre based in and around Chrisp 
Street into a vibrant, thriving, and multi-purpose town centre, with 
a mix of uses including evening and night-time use and a market. 
Also to bring Poplar Baths back into active use.
To improve the accessibility across and along the Limehouse
Cut Canal by providing new pedestrian and cycle bridges and
ensuring a safe and clear route to the Olympics.

Focus higher density development in and around Chrisp Street 
and adjacent public transport nodes.
Provide for lower- and medium-density, lower-rise family housing 
around Bartlett Park and its surrounds.
New buildings to be responsive and sensitive to the setting of 
Bartlett Park, Limehouse Cut Canal and the conservation areas in 
Poplar.
Regenerate Chrisp Street town centre, with improved visual ac-
cess and entry points, while respecting the elements of historic 
conservation value.

1.

2.

3.

4.

1.

2.

3.

4.

LAP   

Crown Copyright.  All Rights reserved.  London Borough of Tower Hamlets 100019288    2009

Fig 60. 
Poplar vision 
diagram 

05 References 
Poplar 

We encourage students to use a wide range of sources 
for their research.  Academic texts, news articles, talks, 
government policy and first hand research should be 
undertaken.
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The London Plan 2021. Retrieved from: https://www.london.gov.
uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/new-london-plan/london-
plan-2021

Tower Hamlets Local Plan 2031. Retrieved from: https://www.
towerhamlets.gov.uk/Documents/Planning-and-building-control/
Strategic-Planning/Local-Plan/TH_Local_Plan_2031_accessibility_
checked.pdf

The Portas Review: An independent review into the future of our 
high streets.  Retrieved from: https://assets.publishing.service.
gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/
file/6292/2081646.pdf

London’s local high streets: The problems, potential and 
complexities of mixed street corridors. Progress in Planning 2015 
(Carmona, M)  Retrieved from:  https://www.sciencedirect.com/
science/article/pii/S0305900614000439

Community town centres 26 May 2021 (Joe Wills and Claire Harding)  
https://www.centreforlondon.org/publication/town-centres/

High streets recovery tracker: How are cities and large towns 
recovering from the lockdown?  https://www.centreforcities.org/
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The Reith Lectures – Richard Rogers: Sustainability City 1995 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00gmvz4/episodes/player 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/features/the-reith-lectures/
transcripts/1990/#y1995

ew London Architecture.  Pop-up potential: the future of retail on high 
streets. 29 March 2021 https://youtu.be/-JxCc_5K2Vc

Cityscape - LB Tower Hamlets Core Strategy Development Plan 2025, 
Poplar Vision Diagram

Illustration by James Gulliver Hancock of Jane Jacobs principles 
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Initial Ideas:

Community Spaces: 

How can technology help us better understand how current 
public spaces are used, and how to use the now? How busy 
are the local courts, children’s play areas, outdoor seating? 
How can we use/make public spaces safer in terms of 
community health and  personal security? What is the future 
for public spaces – how can we make them resilient and 
adaptable? For example, how can we find covered spaces in 
local areas to sit/gather/meet when its hot/raining? Or find  
appropriate public spaces for specific activities, such as: 
yoga, Basketball, kite flying, family picnic/kids party, friends 
gatherings, BBQ spots…

Play Streets: 

Exciting initiatives such as ‘play streets’ emerged whereby 
neighbours agree to regularly close their streets to through 
traffic and open them for play and community. Some London 
Councils now have a simple application process for street 
closures, and growing popularity for these initiatives means 
neighbours are likely to be supportive. The mere act of 
communication and collaboration to realise such an idea  
shows the ability for people to prosper through cooperation. 
Can this be translated into denser urban areas? Could this act 
as one of the major stepping stones in a move towards car 
less streets and centres? 80 % of public space in London is 
made up of streets; this space is too valuable to be given over 
solely to vehicles,

Gardens:

Can garden square spaces be created within the public realm 
for those without their own private outdoor spaces, or could 
these be rentable/allocated/shared? Would this create a 
sense of ownership, security, and privacy? Well established 
systems for allotments already exist – which many use 
as escapes. The pandemic has highlighted pre-existing 
inequalities in access to green and natural space. A study 
in Sheffield  has shown that green space available to the 
‘most deprived’ population is 60% more likely to get crowded 
compared to that available to the least deprived population. 
Recent data from ONS shows people on lower pay or who 
are unemployed are almost three times as likely as those 
in higher paid jobs to be without a garden. This means they 
rely more heavily on their local park. People with access to a 
private garden have been found to have better mental health, 
and those with an outdoor space such as a yard are more 
likely to do some form of physical activity.

Community Workshops and Construction:

Community workshops and education are the precursor 
to physical interventions in/around the streets/centre. 
Engagement with locals to actively involve them within the 
development and creation of their future environment is of 
paramount importance to create a sense of ownership which 
helps develop pride of place and encourage a community 
to protect and care for their spaces. Can the boundaries 
between external public realm and internal spaces be blurred 
or merged For example, communities and locals investing in 
the planting and management of local woodland or that can 
be used in future construction?

Mother Design - Arnold Circus Bandstand, London. “We’ll broadcast 
content from partners and live performers, connecting our community in 
East London to the community of performers worldwide”

dn&co - Parliament Square, London. “Augmented Assembly is an app, 
that produces ever-shifting patterns that can be projected on the ground 
through AR so people can find their spot to take part in an activity.”

+ Appendix 
Initial Thoughts 
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