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GOALS

WHY

Good health and well-being UN SDG 3
Reduced inequalities UN SDG 10
Sustainable Cities and Communities UN SDG 11

In western culture, aging and death come hand in hand. A fear of 
death contributes to a fear of aging. This often leads to our older 
citizens being invisible and marginalised. By 2050, for the first time 
in human history, there will be more over-65s than children under 
15. The number of people over 100 will increase by 1,000%. 

By then 70% of the world’s population will likely live in cities, 
compunded by an aging population this will create new pressures 
on cities.

This DTT will look to create truly intergenerational spaces, we will 
turn our attention specifically to the experience of end of life and the 
commemoration of death. We will do this by considering how this 
part of the life cycle can be generously and thoughtfully integrated 
into our urban environments to benefit all.

The Think Tank will move away from the common notion of seeing 
older people as patients in the city and towards them as participants 
through life and death. 

Friends, Lisa and 
Tim by Ann Toebbe 

Almhouse, Witherford Watson Mann



“Any real neighbourhood is an extension of, even an intrinsic 
part of, the home; it is not somewhere you merely pass 
through going to and from home but is the environment and 
community within which adults meet and slowly bond and 
where children play, grow up and are socialised. Hence the 
neighbourhood is a place where we not only reside but also 
to which we belong: it is part of our identity and intrinsic 
to who we are, so providing essential psychological and 
existential grounding.” 

-Neighbourhood as Extension of the Home, Peter 
Buchanan



• Consider how the design of buildings and urban 
spaces can reverse the isolation of the elderly 
and inititiate their participation in the city. 

• Speculate on shared uses for different age 
groups (co-location of hospital, health-care, 
hospice care, nursery, crèche, events, later living).

• Consider how we can design engaging, generous 
and positive forms of commemoration, which 
contribute to the everyday life. 

WHERE

PARTNERS

The Think Tank will locate and explore the architectural and social 
juxtapositions of Blackfriars, as a test bed to demonstrate how older 
generations can contribute to the life of the city. The think tank will 
then zoom in to certain sites to develop spatial propositions.

TBC -
Southwark council
Southwark Charities 
Age UK 

Igualada Cemetery, 
EMBT 

Día de los Muertos, Mexico



“As a major aspect of creating a setting for a sustainable 
lifestyle, the environment and the social dynamics this 
shapes will be designed to encourage residents to discover, 
explore and grow into their full potential, as that is currently 
understood but has as yet to become possible for much of 
society to achieve. This requires an environment offering a 
great richness of opportunity for, and choices of, experience 
and social encounter such as will stimulate and stretch the 
person and bring self-knowledge”

-Neighbourhood as Extension of the Home, Peter 
Buchanan



TASKS
Research through drawing:

Meet & Brief
• Please bring a painting, photograph or an object for discussion 

that you feel best represents your views on life and death. 
• Recall and collect stories and experiences of those at the end 

of life. This could be your own, or from parents and other family 
members, carers or else.

• Consider the rituals and processes of later life and death (death 
certificate, journey of the body after death, commemoration), also 
taking inspiration from yours or other cultures.

Understanding the existing
• Scaled drawings of existing conditions as found within your 15 

minute city. Focus on 
• 1:1000 site plan - mapping facilities - culture, place of worship...
• 1:100 focused area plan
• 1:200 site section
• Videos/photographic documentation

Understanding the place/people
• What is the Southwark demographic?
• Map space between two elements - private to domestic.
• Characterisation studies
• How do they negotiate between the spaces?

Week 1 - 23/11/21: 

Week 2 - 29/11/21:

Week 3 - 06/12/21:

Building Stories, Chris Ware



READING
Books Palaces for the People, Eric Klinenberg

Radical Help - Hilary Cottam

Age Inclusive Public Space - Agneta Stahl

The Re-Enchantment of Everyday Life - Thomas Moore

Last Landscapes - Ken Warpole 

Young-Old: Urban Utopias of an Aging Society - Deane Simpson

Radical Housing: Designing Multi-generational and Co-living Housing for All - Caroline 
Dove

Death of Ivan Ilyich - Leo Tolstoy

Western Attitudes toward Death - Philippe Aries

Essays 
Research Papers

United for all ages - Together in the 2020’s: Twenty ideas for creating a Britain for all 
ages by 2030

https://efeea61d-ae40-4f75-bfce-8a7be79f7237.filesusr.com/
ugd/98d289_3f3291f2d4094c2793a3acf8ffaae58c.pdf

Towards the all-age-friendly city

https://trello.com/1/cards/5ed526a4360e4c17ceee804c/
attachments/5ed526d0e6d7e77ea3f8d028/download/towards-the-all-age-friendly-
city_2014.pdf

Rethinking intergenerational Housing - Matter Architecture

https://www.matterarchitecture.uk/intergen/

Articles HAPPI Guidelines - https://www.housinglin.org.uk/Topics/browse/Design-building/
HAPPI/

“Will Covid-19 speed a move to intergenerational living?”

https://www.ribaj.com/products/will-covid-19-speed-a-move-to-intergenerational-living-
pozzoni-architecture-prp-3dreid

- “The generation gap is deep: here is how we bridge it”

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/sep/04/generation-gap-social-
divisions-young-old-age-segregation

- “Smells like community spirit, bridging the intergenerational divide”

https://www.cheerfulpodcast.com/rtbc-episodes/rtbc98

- Positive Thinking: All under one roof? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000cqbw

-Neighbourhood as Extension of Home 

https://www.architectural-review.com/archive/the-big-rethink-archive/the-big-rethink-
conclusion 

-Terry Farrell’s talk at World Architecture Festival 2017

https://www.dezeen.com/2017/11/17/movie-talk-terry-farrell-world-architecture-festival-
2017-video/

Atelier Bow-Wow, Graphic Anatomy 


